
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the 3rd edition of our GCSE strategy newsletter. It’s hard to believe that the Christmas holidays were 7 
weeks ago! It has been a very busy half term. The Year 11 students have worked so hard; attending period 6 on a 
regular basis and then completing another set of exams in English and Maths this week. 

I am sure the next half term will just be as busy as we continue to prepare the students for their final exams. The 
foundation subjects and science will be conducting exams in class when we return too. 

In this edition, there is a reminder about college interviews and more information regarding apprenticeships. There 
is also subject specific information regarding revision and the exams after half term. 

Here are some important dates to note for the next half term: 

Monday 7th March: Year 11 Elevate Session 3 in school and parents’ session in the evening – information to follow 
after half term. 

Tues 22nd March: Wed 23rd March Fine Art exam 

Tues 22nd March: Fri 25th March Photography exam 

Thurs 31st March: Year 11 Parents Evening 

Thurs 7th April: Year 11 Group Photograph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



ENGLISH 

English GCSE Update 

Firstly, I wanted to congratulate students on their excellent attitude and efforts with the English mock exams we are 

completing this week. We have been extremely pleased with their hard work and focus. We will mark these papers 

over the next few weeks, so students are clear about what to focus on as we head towards the final exams in the 

summer.  

 

February to Easter 2022 

Between now and Easter we have planned a programme that will allow us to revisit all elements of both the English 

Language and English Literature curriculum to ensure that students are ready for the final exams. Each week we will 

focus on a different part of the course.  

 

English P6: Wednesdays 3.25-4.25 

We will continue with Period 6 to allow additional time to really build the depth of study we can offer students.  

 

Homework:  

Homework will be in two parts: both reading and writing so students are confident with both aspects.  

Writing: each week, students will be asked to complete an exam style English Language Section B writing task. This 

task should take about 45 minutes; we would remind students about the importance of proofreading and checking 

their work to ensure their writing is as accurate as possible.  

Reading: each week students will be asked to complete a 15-minute reading task, so they become more confident in 

their reading of both fiction and non-fiction texts. This is a key skill in the exams, and we would ask students to 

annotate the extracts as they read – just as they would in the final exams.  

In addition, we would recommend students engage with reading at home: reading a news or sports app or reading 

articles in a quality newspaper can help build their understanding and confidence with a range of texts.  

 

Aspire Higher: Each Monday we will continue to put a 10–15-minute English Literature lecture on FROG. It will be 

available each Monday to Sunday. We would encourage as many students as possible to listen. These lectures will 

cover all the Literature texts: ‘Macbeth’, ‘An Inspector Calls’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’. These will start again straight 

after the February half-term break.  

 

Revision Guides:  

English Language: we have some excellent York Notes Practice Papers workbooks that can be purchased through 

school. These are excellent and allow students to build their confidence in answering questions in the English 

Language exams.  

English Literature: in addition to the CGP Literature Revision Guide packs, we also have some excellent Snap 

Revision guide packs available to support students’ independent study. We have a bundle of these for all the 

literature texts which can be purchased through school. 

 

E6 Resources: we also have a large range of printed resources in E6 to help your child with revision for all aspects of 

the English exams. Please ask them to visit E6 at lunchtime and I can help them with what they need. I am available 

and E6 is also always open at lunchtime for students to get help with any aspect of the course.  

 

Revision: We would highly recommend that students start their revision early – creating flashcards for characters 

and themes is an excellent way to revise. I would also recommend the videos that Stacey Reay and Mr Bruff have on 

You Tube for all aspects of the English exams.  

 

I hope the above information is useful. If you have any questions or need anything further, please do not hesitate to 

contact me: c.davenport-jones@holmfirthhigh.co.uk 

 

I will be in touch again just before Easter.  

Caroline Davenport-Jones, Curriculum Leader for English  

mailto:c.davenport-jones@holmfirthhigh.co.uk


MATHEMATICS 

Students have been completing the exam specification content in preparation for their mock exams and final exams.  

The Summer Examinations are:  

Paper 1: Non-Calculator 

Paper 2 and 3: Calculator 

 

Advanced Information: 

Edexcel have released the list of topics that will be on each examination paper in the summer. All pupils have a copy 

of these topics, and they are uploaded to Frog assignments. The topics can be found here. I will be providing pupils 

with a version linked to HegartyMaths clips after half term. 

 

Homework: 

All students are being set exam style questions to complete for homework each week. The questions revisit key 

concepts and check for understanding. After half term the homework questions will be linked to the advanced 

information that Edexcel have published and it is essential that all pupils put full effort into completing this. 

 
February Mock Exam Results: 

Pupils will receive their February Mock Exam results after half term. The detailed analysis will guide pupils to the 

topics that will be on the summer examinations and the topics that they most need to revise. Please ask pupils about 

this and encourage pupils to use this information to plan their independent revision. A ‘How to use the Mock Exam 

Analysis’ information sheet can be found below. All teachers modelled how pupils could create flashcards using the 

videos on Hegarty Maths (A good flashcard should define the exam vocabulary and have worked examples), and how 

to check their understanding by pausing and practicing the questions in the video before completing the quiz! If 

pupils want to refresh their memory then they should watch the maths video on the GCSE strategy section of the 

school website. 

 

Practice Papers: 

Pupils are currently completing 40 marks in 40 minutes in one of their lessons each week. We go through the 

answers immediately and discuss the mark scheme in order to help pupils understand what they are getting marks 

for in the maths exams. Practice makes perfect for common questions! Pupils can complete the remainder of the 

exam paper at home and check the answers on FROG. Worked exam solutions and mark schemes are uploaded 

weekly on a Friday. This is a great bit of revision if pupils are not sure what else to do! There are additional exam 

papers and worked solutions on the maths department section of the FROG website. Pupils can download, print and 

complete.  

 

Dr Frost: 

I would also really encourage pupils to use Dr Frost to revise exam questions. All pupils have been set practice exam 

papers on this platform. Pupils can attempt each question, watch a video linked to the exam question, and see the 

mark scheme if they get it wrong. A brilliant way to build up exam practice and resilience! I have put a link in their 

FROG assignments. 

Pupils can also access our curriculum via this platform and complete exam questions on any topic!  

 

Topic Based Practice: 

All pupils have been given a target grade revision booklet. This includes all the common topics for their target grade. 

It is a good idea to practice questions from this booklet and bring them in to be marked! 

 

Equipment:  

It is important that students have the correct mathematical equipment needed to be able to revise and to succeed in 

their upcoming summer examinations. It will not be possible to lend equipment and students should bring the 

necessary equipment with them to each exam. A calculator (Casio FX-83GTX or FX-85GTX model), ruler, pencil, 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73038_GCSE_Mathematics_1MA1_AN_Accessible_version_v2.pdf
https://holmfirthhigh.co.uk/curriculum/key-stage-4-study-support/


protractor and pair of compasses are essential equipment. These are widely available but are often cheaper to 

purchase from the school shop.  
 

I hope the above information is useful. If you have any questions or need anything further, please do not hesitate to 

me: 

 

Miss V Smith 

v.smith@holmfirthhigh.co.uk  

 

 

  

mailto:v.smith@holmfirthhigh.co.uk


 

  

This symbol is next to any topic that results 
analysis of previous GCSE exams has shown 
tend to be among the most poorly answered by 
students at HHS compared to other topic areas.   

Any topic with this symbol next to it is a key 
topic for securing the target grade. These 
topics have been selected by their teacher. 

Equipment Check 
Students must have the following 
equipment. You can purchase 
equipment on ParentPay and students 
can collect at Crossroads shop. 

 Pen 
 Pencil  
 Ruler (with cm and mm marks) 
 Protractor 
 Compass 
 Rubber 
 Calculator: Casio fx-83GTX or 

Casio fx-85GTX 

Useful Websites 

 HegartyMaths – videos, practice tests, 
FixUp5 – 5 revision questions tailored to your 
weaknesses, MemRi- practice your recall of 
previously secure knowledge. 

 DrFrost Maths – exam questions linked to 
our curriculum. Electronic past papers with 
support videos and mark schemes. 

 OnMaths – practice exam papers – will mark 
and give you final grade as you go 

 CorbettMaths – topic based practice 
questions, also can purchase some brilliant 
revision flash cards.  

 MathsGenie – topics based practice 
questions 

 GCSE Pod – videos 

Revision Tips 

It is essential that students complete their 

revision in a focused environment, without 

the distraction of social media. 

  

We will be running a session this half term 

to help students identify the individual 

topics that they need to revise, and how to 

structure their maths revision.  

The Maths Department page on FROG gives 
students access to additional practice papers. 
The mark schemes and worked solutions are 
uploaded weekly.  

In lesson students will…  

 Revise and learn the most difficult topics, and 

practice the application of knowledge in the most 

difficult contexts  

 Complete 40 marks in 40 minutes – practice pace 

and breadth of topics. Immediate feedback. Mark 

schemes and worked solutions will be uploaded  

weekly to FROG. 

All students have received a targeted revision 
guide. This includes 

 Topic based practice questions 
 Past Paper Practice (mark scheme and 

solutions) 
 Revision Checklist (with links to HegartyClips 

and Edexcel Revision Guide Page No’s)  

Homework will be..  

 Exam questions linked to the known 

summer examination topics. 

 Additional topic-based practice set by 

teacher. 

FROG Resources 

Edexcel Higher and 
Foundation Revision guides 
are also available to purchase 
on ParentPay. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Topic of question 

M = mastered 
S = secure (above 50%) 
D = developing (below 50%) 
U = ungraded (no marks) 

HegartyMaths Clip Number.  
www.hegartymaths.com 
Search clip number for 
revision video and practice 
questions. Leave a comment 
for their teacher.   

Comparison to student’s group average.  
A high average and no marks indicates 
missed lessons and/or misconceptions. 
Students should revise these topics. 
A low average indicates a topic was 
answered poorly by the whole group 
and is likely to be retaught.  

Total Mark 
Total Grade 
Higher/Foundation 
Crossover % indicates the 
percentage of questions 
correct that were tested 
on both tiers.  

Two priority revision areas. These are topics 
theoretically ‘easiest’ to gain more marks in. 
Students should aim to cover these 
independently with the aid of HegartyMaths. 

Refer to the questions in mock exam papers that your child has been asked to take home for greater 
detail. In some instances, where students missed one or more of the papers, the total mark, grade and 
H/F percentage crossover will be incomplete. 

How to use the Mock Exam Analysis 
Any questions – Please get in contact Miss V Smith 

v.smith@holmfirthhigh.co.uk 

http://www.hegartymaths.com/
mailto:v.smith@holmfirthhigh.co.uk


SCIENCE 

Year 11 SCIENCE SPRING ASSESSMENTS 

All pupils have received a summary pack to help with revision for these assessments. 

SEPARATE SCIENCES 

45 MINUTE ASSESSMENTS ON: 

 FORCES AND WAVES 

 HOMEOSTASIS AND ECOLOGY 

 RATES OF REACTION AND ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 

Remember you can also use your revision guide, kerboodle, Science Frog website, exercise books, topic booklets, 

GCSE Pod, Bitesize etc.  

Date of assessments:  

Wed 2 March Period 5 – Physics 

Thursday 3 March period 2 – Biology 

Friday 4 March Period 4 - Chemistry 

COMBINED SCIENCES 

1 X 45 MINUTE ASSESSMENT ON: 

 FORCES  

 INHERITANCE 

 RATES OF REACTION  

Remember you can also use your revision guide, kerboodle, Science Frog website, exercise books, topic booklets, 

GCSE Pod, Bitesize etc.  

Date of assessments:  

Wed 2 March Period 5 – D Band exam 

Thursday 3 March period 2 – E Band exam 

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

In Businesses Studies we are continuing to work through the Theme 2 specification and we expect to complete 
learning new content by Easter. We will be focusing on Business operations, Making financial decisions and Human 
Resources.  
 

When completing revision, students should be using the updated checklists on FROG, which show the topics that 
have been removed from the final exams by the exam board.   
 

Business Studies revision sessions take place on a Friday lunchtime. Students will be invited to specific sessions 
based on what they should be working on. If your child is invited to guided revision, you will receive an email with 
the date of their session.  
 

As outlined in the revision video, students should be regularly completing past paper questions, which can also be 
found on FROG on in RE2.  When students have completed the questions, they should check their answers against 
the mark scheme or with their teacher.  
 

If you have any questions about any aspect of GCSE Business Studies, please email e.lees@holmfirthhigh.co.uk   

   

mailto:e.lees@holmfirthhigh.co.uk


MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

Year MFL Mock Exam 2 Arrangements 

 

Mock 2 SPEAKING ASSESSMENTS will take place during week beginning Monday 4th April  

 

11X/Sp1: 

Thursday 17th March Period 6:  Higher Listening  

Friday 18th March Period 6:  Foundation Listening  

Monday 21st March Period 3:  Foundation and Higher Reading  

Wednesday 23rd March Period 2:  Foundation and Higher Writing  

 

11X/Fr1: 

Monday 21st March Period 3:  Foundation and Higher Reading  

Wednesday 23rd March Period 2:  Foundation and Higher Writing  

Thursday 17thth March Period 6: Higher Listening 

Friday 25th March Period 6: Foundation Listening 

 

11X/De1:  

Monday 21st March Period 3:  Foundation and Higher Reading  

Wednesday 23rd March Period 2:  Foundation and Higher Writing  

Thursday 17th March Period 6: Higher Listening 

Friday 25th March Period 6: Foundation Listening 

 

11W/De1: 

Tuesday 22nd March Period 4: Foundation and Higher Reading 

Thursday 24th March Period 4: Foundation and Higher Writing 

Friday 25th March Period 6: Foundation Listening 

Monday March 28th Period 6: Higher Listening 

 

11W/Fr1: 

Tuesday 22nd March Period 4: Foundation and Higher Reading 

Thursday 24th March Period 4: Foundation and Higher Writing 

Friday 25th March Period 6: Foundation Listening (AGI) 

Monday March 28th Period 6: Higher Listening 

 

11Y/Fr1: 

Wednesday 23rd March: Foundation and Higher Reading 

Thursday 24th March Period 6: Higher Listening 

Friday 25th March Period 6: Foundation Listening  

Friday 25th March: Foundation and Higher Writing 

 

11Y/De1:  

Wednesday 23rd March: Foundation and Higher Reading 

Thursday 24th March Period 6: Higher Listening 

Friday 25th March Period 6: Foundation Listening  

Friday 25th March: Foundation and Higher Writing 

 

 

 

 



GEOGRAPHY 

 
Year 11 Geography is where it’s at! 
 
The countdown to the summer exams is well and truly underway. It is important that students devote sufficient time 
to learning facts and case studies relevant to each unit during their revision. After the half term holiday, students will 
sit an exam based on the Glaciation topic for which they will need to revise erosion and depositional processes as well 
as a case study based on the Lake District, which includes economic activities and possible conflict. 
 
 

 
 
 
I would encourage all students to spend time working through the white ‘Exam Practice Workbook’ over the coming 
months and use the mark scheme to check progress. I have also recorded a video covering a number of revision 
approaches to geography that can be found in the Geography curriculum area on FROG.  
 
The Geography team believe that the resources on GCSE POD for Geography are an essential component for achieving 
exam success and we will be paying close attention to the viewing figures in the build up to the mock exams and 
beyond. There are a number of students who have low viewing figures to date, but this can be easily rectified. The 
mini video clips are super and provide students with a clear overview of each topic. In the past students who used 
GCSE POD have tended to achieve better results. 
 
If any student requires any help in understanding any of the key concepts that we have studied or would like some 
help with exam technique they are welcome to see me at a lunchtime in GG1. 
 
 

            
 
 
Good luck and keep geoging!                                                                            
Mr J  Cannon 
                                                                                                       

 

 



HISTORY 

For History revision go onto the revision folder on the shared area (Frog).  
 
There is a document in the folder with the exam board specification, go through this document and identify the 
topics that you need to revise the most, use GCSE pod or the 5+ revision guides to do this.  
 
On the website link, there is a link to Mrs Hattersley's video with some revision tips on it. Cornell notes and flash 
cards are great ways to revise history.  
 
In the 5+ revision guides there are some more revision strategies that you can use. When you are confident with 
each topic use the 7+ revision guides. There are also many examples of exam questions in the folder, when you have 
revised a topic practice that exam question and give to your teacher for feedback. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Internal tests 

The next internal test for PE will take place week commencing the 28th Feb. Pupils should be using their theory books 

and GCSE POD to aid with their revision. All four theory groups will complete their internal test in the classroom on 

the following dates: 

 Wednesday 2nd March - Component 1 exam                                  

 Wednesday 9th March - Component 2 exam 
 
GCSE practical videos: any pupil completing a sport outside of school needs to ensure that they have their filming 

completed by the end of March. Please, in the first instance, send the video to your child’s theory teacher. Please 

use the QR scan to check the criteria for each sport. 

Please note: pupils who are being assessed in school do not need to do this. We will complete the assessment in 

school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOCY 

Use your time during the holidays wisely and revise for your upcoming Computing mocks. Both papers will be tested 
separately during lesson time, with the specified topics list received from the exam board. Topics such as System 
software will be excluded from Paper 1. Everything on Paper 2 can be tested.  
 
You have now completed your NEA, so when revising Paper 2 and the theory behind the coding you have applied, 
think of how it would link it to your program. Did you apply any defensive design to your code to stop any user 
misuse or unacceptable data? Did you plan for maintainability to allow others to understand your code? If not, what 
could you have done to improve it? 
 
Use the Pocket Revision book and the Teach-ICT website to help with your revision, alongside the notes in your 
books. Use the table mind-map as a method of getting all your knowledge down on paper to test your recall. 
 
Have a good break and come back revitalised and ready to go again! 
  



DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

GCSE TEXTILE DESIGN  
Textiles catch up is Tuesday lunchtimes 1.10-1.40 both weeks, along with period 6. Students are making their 
product now and recording the making process on their production plan. 
 
Year 11 PRODUCT DESIGN 
For those who still have not bought the revision packs on ParentPay, please do so asap. The booklets and revision 
cards help students enormously with examination question practice. 

The following websites are good links to help with revision topics and questions. These have been shared with the 
group before but as a reminder: 

 technologystudent.com 

 Mr DnT 

 BBC Bitesize 

 Seneca- free AQA DT revision 

 Design Museum 

 S cool 

 Practical action 

Past papers/Mark schemes are available in DT2 for students to take away and practice. 

Practical work is ongoing and needs to be completed ASAP with photographic evidence presented in e-portfolios to 
show progress, development and independent learning. 

GCSE GRAPHIC DESIGN  
NEA catch up days: Tuesday & Thursday lunch as well as period 6. The following websites are good links to help with 
revision topics and questions. These have been shared with the group before but as a reminder- 

 technologystudent.com 

 Mr DnT 

 BBC Bitesize 

 Seneca- free AQA DT revision 
 

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY – Miss Greaves’ classes 

Inspiration  
 

 Students should explore Pinterest to help inspire and influence their designs, development and 
experimentation work.  

 They should include their findings within their portfolios and annotate and analyse the information that they 
have sourced.  

 
Happy Snapping  
 

 Students should take a range of photographs outside of lesson time to use within their design and 
experimentation work. They should complete numerous photo shoots, using school cameras if needed. 

 All evidence will be included in their portfolio and developed using CAD (Adobe Photoshop), even if students 
do not use these photos in their final piece.  

 Students should think of their design brief and the theme they are exploring... this will help them take a 
variety of photographs to incorporate into their work. 

 
 
Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes are for students to work in IT5 on their portfolio work to improve, refine and/or 
add to if needed. 
 



POST-16 COLLEGE AND APPRENTICESHIP INFORMATION 

 

Post-16 College Information 

Colleges are currently sifting through applications and data regarding our year 11 students. Information will come 

from the college in terms of interview dates as below. Just a reminder that it is the college that make the decision 

over offering places to students. There is a parent appeal system at each college if required. 

Interviews this year will be held at the College. 

 

College interviews 

Greenhead College – Interviews will be held on Tuesday 1st March via Microsoft teams. Links for the interview will 

be emailed out by the college to pupils and parents in the coming days 

Huddersfield New College – Date to be confirmed in March – two weeks notice 

Kirklees College – Ongoing – email/text sent to you 

 

APPRENTICESHIP INFORMATION 

 

 

This is an excellent event for all pupils wanting apprenticeships to be held at the John Smith’s Stadium on 16th 

March. 

CUMMINS TURBO TECHNOLOGIES 

Please open the below link to access the potential opportunity for five different apprenticeship types with Cummins. 

They include opportunities within Plant Operations, Plant Quality, Laboratory Operations, Manufacturing 

Engineering and UK Prototypes. All include a two-year HND qualification. All details of the apprenticeships are 

detailed in this link, along with contact details and entry requirements:  

Cummins_Turbo Technologies_Manufacturing and Engineering Apprenticeships 2022.pdf 

www.cummings-uk.jobs 

cttstetraininghudds@cummins.com 

Cummins_Turbo%20Technologies_Manufacturing%20and%20Engineering%20Apprenticeships%202022.pdf
http://www.cummings-uk.jobs/
mailto:cttstetraininghudds@cummins.com


 

SYNGENTA 

Please see the below information regarding apprenticeship opportunities at Syngenta, Huddersfield for 2022 

including contact details for Ms Nikita Seabright, the Training and Apprenticeship Manager. There are also three 

attachments to this document, detailing three different schemes that you may wish to consider. Details are as 

follows: 

Join Syngenta and help build the most collaborative and trusted team in agriculture. 
  
Syngenta’s award winning Apprenticeship Programme is currently recruiting for the following *NEW* Apprenticeship 
development opportunities at our Huddersfield Manufacturing Site. 
  
Our fantastic Apprenticeship opportunities give you the chance to earn while you learn. 
You will emerge with valuable qualifications and a wealth of experience that will open doors to a career in a world-
class company. 
  
 From the 7th February- 25th March 2022 we will be recruiting for the following Apprenticeship opportunities: 
  

 Level 3 Advanced Science Manufacturing 
 Level 3 Advanced Science Industry Maintenance Technician ( Mechanical) 
 Level 3 Cyber Security Technician 
 Degree Apprenticeship Laboratory Scientist 
 Degree Apprenticeship Control Systems Engineer 

  
How to Apply 
To find out more information and to apply, please visit www.syngenta.co.uk/careers 
  
Application Window Timeframe 
Window Opens: Monday 7th February 2022 
Window Closes: Friday 25th March 2022 
  
If you have any questions or would like further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Please find attached further details of each apprenticeship opportunity, feel free to communicate to anyone you 
think maybe interested. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
Nikita Seabright 
Training and Apprenticeship Manager 

  Huddersfield     
  
Contact: +44 1484 554203 
Email: nikita.seabright@syngenta.com 
Post: PO Box A38, Leeds Road, Huddersfield, HD2 1FF  
 

Syngenta Advanced Engineering Apprenticeship 2022.pdf 

Syngenta Level 3 Cyber Security Technologist.pdf 

Syngenta Science Manf Apprenticeship 2022.pdf 

 

http://www.syngenta.co.uk/careers
mailto:nikita.seabright@syngenta.com
Syngenta%20Advanced%20Engineering%20Apprenticeship%202022.pdf
Syngenta%20Level%203%20Cyber%20Security%20Technologist.pdf
Syngenta%20Science%20Manf%20Apprenticeship%202022.pdf

